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This presentation has been recorded, "EBRI Vocabulary." 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=y8oqPyqRkYA


Phonics

Vocabulary

FluencyComprehension

Phonemic 
Awareness Components of 

Evidence-Based 
Reading Instruction



•Define vocabulary and associated tiers of vocabulary

•Identify the role of vocabulary instruction in adult education

•Evaluate direct and explicit vocabulary instruction

•Plan for vocabulary instruction after an initial assessment

•Compare strategies for teaching vocabulary across the curriculum



Receptive Vocabulary

Expressive Vocabulary

Oral Vocabulary

Reading Vocabulary



Tier 1: High frequency basic words with concrete meanings

Tier 2: High frequency words for mature readers that function 
across content areas

Tier 3: Lower frequency words that have one meaning in a discipline
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Sort words into Tiers 1-2-3

Discuss how  you would choose to teach vocabulary in the varying 
tiers

What strategies have you shared to invoke a love of reading for 
adult education students?



North Carolina Community College System

•Many of our learners “are stuck 
in the classic vicious cycle: Their 
limited vocabulary and 
background knowledge create 
comprehension problems, and 
because they have difficulty with 
comprehension they don’t 
choose to read much, so they 
don’t develop vocabulary 
through reading…” (McShane, 
2005 p.60-61)



INSTRUMENTAL 
HYPOTHESIS

BYPRODUCT 
HYPOTHESIS

KNOWLEDGE 
HYPOTHESIS

LANGUAGE PROFICIENCY 
HYPOTHESIS 
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Pre-Teach Vocabulary from 
Instructional Texts

Word Selection

Useful Words

Difficult Words

Teach Signal Words

Sequence

Emphasis

Cause and Effect

https://valrc.org/courses/reading/lesson4/lesson4.html
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Define Words with Word 
Cards and Word Maps

4 Part Index Cards

Graphic Organizers

Semantic Maps

Word-Learning Strategies

Sequence

Emphasis

Cause and Effect

https://valrc.org/courses/reading/lesson4/lesson4.html
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https://valrc.org/courses/reading/lesson4/lesson4.html
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Let Learners Discuss in 
Pairs

Encourage Wide Reading

This Photo by Unknown Author is licensed under CC BY-SA

https://valrc.org/courses/reading/lesson4/lesson4.html
https://opensource.com/article/18/5/books-kids-linux-open-source
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-sa/3.0/


Groups 1-6: How would you approach teaching vocabulary to low 
level ABE learners? 

Groups 7-12: How would you approach teaching vocabulary to 
intermediate learners?

Groups 13-18: How would you approach teaching vocabulary to ESL 
learners?
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TABE 11/12 CASAS BEST LITERACY BEST PLUS 2.0

http://www.tabetest.com/PDFs/TABE_11_12_Individual_Profile_Report.pdf
https://www.casas.org/docs/default-source/topspro-enterprise-sample-reports/personal-score-report-from-topspro-enterprise.pdf?sfvrsn=2379315a_2?Status=Master
https://www.cal.org/resource-center/publications-products/best-literacy-test-manual
https://www.cal.org/aea/current/bptester/


Instructors can help students improve vocabulary by providing 
instruction that helps them see the value and relevance of word 
study and allows them to study interesting and important words 
that come from texts they read in and outside of the classroom.



https://education.illinoisstate.edu/downloads/casei/AV-4-2a  article  teaching vocabulary across the curric.pdf
https://education.illinoisstate.edu/downloads/casei/AV-4-2a  article  teaching vocabulary across the curric.pdf
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• Knowledge Rating Scale

1. Before introducing new vocabulary words, ask students to rate their knowledge of the meanings of the words.

2. After the words have been introduced, ask students to check their ratings.  Were they accurate?   Would they change any of their

ratings?  Why?

3. Once students have had multiple encounters with the words, ask them to rate the words again. Do these ratings differ from their 

initial ones?

• Vocabulary Words with Definitions

• Present the new words and introduce the meaning of each new word. You may want to have the students complete the knowledge 

ratings scale on the following page before presenting the new words.

• Creating Examples

• After presenting the new words and meanings, lead a discussion with your adult learners. Be sure to give some examples of the

context for the words and ask students to give their own examples. You may want to give examples and get input from students as you 

introduce each new word and definition.

https://drive.google.com/drive/folders/1kxYatOfWw1SkGxH_oKU9icGUafc9_V77?usp=sharing


Word

Definition 

Part of Speech Where it is used. 

Synonym 

Related Word(s)

Sentence showing 

how it is used.

https://drive.google.com/drive/folders/1kxYatOfWw1SkGxH_oKU9icGUafc9_V77


•https://abspd.appstate.edu/vocabulary-lessons

•https://www.vocabulary.com/articles/booknook/using-semantic-maps-
to-develop-word-meaning/

•https://community.lincs.ed.gov/group/109/discussion/identifying-tier-2-
and-tier-3-words

•https://valrc.org/courses/reading/lesson4/lesson4.html

•https://www.readingrockets.org/teaching/reading101-
course/modules/vocabulary/vocabulary-practice

https://abspd.appstate.edu/vocabulary-lessons
https://www.vocabulary.com/articles/booknook/using-semantic-maps-to-develop-word-meaning/
https://community.lincs.ed.gov/group/109/discussion/identifying-tier-2-and-tier-3-words
https://valrc.org/courses/reading/lesson4/lesson4.html
https://www.readingrockets.org/teaching/reading101-course/modules/vocabulary/vocabulary-practice


•https://www.literacyworldwide.org/docs/default-source/where-we-
stand/evidence-based-position-statement.pdf

•https://www.colorincolorado.org/article/selecting-vocabulary-words-
teach-english-language-learners#h-tier-1-words

•https://www2.ed.gov/programs/readingfirst/support/rmcfinal1.pdf

•https://lincs.ed.gov/professional-development/resource-
collections/profile-425

•https://drive.google.com/drive/folders/1kxYatOfWw1SkGxH_oKU9icG
Uafc9_V77

https://www.literacyworldwide.org/docs/default-source/where-we-stand/evidence-based-position-statement.pdf
https://www.colorincolorado.org/article/selecting-vocabulary-words-teach-english-language-learners#h-tier-1-words
https://www2.ed.gov/programs/readingfirst/support/rmcfinal1.pdf
https://lincs.ed.gov/professional-development/resource-collections/profile-425
https://drive.google.com/drive/folders/1kxYatOfWw1SkGxH_oKU9icGUafc9_V77


North Carolina 
Community College System



North Carolina 
Community College System




