
Let’s go exploring, Career Exploring!

Chi Wong

NC Department of Commerce, LEAD



Online & Print Publications

Dashboards 
(Analytics.NCcommerce.com)

Data Access Tools 
(D4.Nccommerce.com, 

NCcareers.org)

Big Data Analysis 

Program Evaluation

Common Follow-up 

System (NCTOWER.com)

Employment Projections

Star Jobs 

LMI Tools & Publications  

Economic Development Reports 
(e.g. County Tier Designations)

Data Collection & Production        
(incl. Unemployment Rates)

Industry Establishments & Jobs

Occupational Employment & 
Wages 

Labor 
Market 

Data 
Production

Economic           
& Policy            
Analysis 

Publications 
& Websites

Big Data 
Analysis & 

Research

What does the Labor and Economic Analysis 

Division Do?



Career Exploring and Planning

… a series of steps to help 
clarify and determine short- 
and long-term career goals.



Reasons to Explore & Plan Excuses not to Explore & Plan

• Provides flexibility, motivation and 
accountability.

• Prepare to take advantage of an 
opportunity.

• Understand Options.

• Something to refer to when a setback 
occurs.

• I don’t have time.

• I know what I want to do.

• That’s for students? I am in the 
workforce!

• I want to be able to take advantage of 
any opportunities that arise.

• I don’t know how. 



Why create NCcareers?

• Multiple sources for Career Information
oMuch time spend bouncing between sources

oExpense

• Alignment of education and occupations

• Capture information for future use
oFor educators

oFor students/job seekers

• Unequal access





Create a free account
Not required for access!



Account 
Creation

• Powered by CFNC
• Use current CFNC 

credentials
• Not required for access!
• Free for all users
• Save

• Assessment Results
• Favorite Occupations 

and more!



CFNC Professional Tools

Features vary depending on permissions, but include:

• Identify students connected to your school.

• Career Reports for reviewing NCcareers and CFNC career assessment 
results

• Custom Reports

• Administration for creating bulk accounts and managing permissions

http://Protoolshelp.CFNC.org



Log in with NC Works





Match lifestyle with 
income needs

Identify Holland 
Codes

Which Career Clusters 
match activities, 

interests and 
academic

What skills are your 
strongest

What do you truly 
value in a job

Are you ready to “Be 
Your Own Boss”





793 Occupations

Explore 
Occupations Table



Occupation Profile Page

• All data in one place
• Links to additional information
• Can mark as a favorite or print
• Can change geography



Why is Geography important?

Understand what is going on in your area!

Economies are regional:
• Wages 

• Demand

• Growth



Wilmington

Waynesville-

Franklin

Asheville

Hickory

Boone-

Wilkesboro

Charlotte

Winston-Salem

Greensboro

Raleigh-

Durham

Rocky Mount-

Wilson

Pinehurst-

Rockingham

Fayetteville-

Lumberton

Greenville

Elizabeth

City

Goldsboro-

Kinston

Jacksonville-

New Bern



How much does it pay?



What does this occupation do?



Is this a good long-term prospect?



# of Job

Openings

Growth

Rate

Average

Wage



Is this a good long-term prospect?



What education 
do I need?   

Where can I go 
for it?



How can I prepare to work in this 
occupation?





What Can I do with My 
Education?

Identify occupations 
that will help to 

advance your career

What occupations did 
your education 

prepare you for?





Find additional training opportunities

Program Locator Find Private Training

Find the NC College 
or University that has 
your desired program

Find the proprietary 
school that offers a 

certificate to prepare 
you





Find current job 
listings in your area!



How can an adult use 
NCcareers to identify a 
potential career path?



JohnAge:            28

Situation: John has been working as a pharmacy 

technician for the last seven years. 

Through radio advertisements and flyers, 

he has been informed that commercial 

truck drivers can make upwards of 

$100,000 shortly after hire, if not 

immediately. He is interested in changing 

careers as soon as possible. 

 How can he use NCcareers.org to help plan 

for his future?



“What does it take to be a truck driver?”





Learn about 

the Occupation



Good 

opportunity?



Where to get 

training?



For detailed info on 
the school:



Who is hiring?





“What else could I consider?”









To view 
Occupation Profile









“What else could I consider?”



Identify 

favorite 

Career 

Clusters









How can I help my faculty/staff 
bring NCcareers into the 
curriculum?



Career Development Lesson Plans

• 66 Unique lesson plans and activities

• Download and edit for your needs

• Written for grade levels:
oLate Elementary/Middle School

oHigh School

oPost Secondary



Career Development Lesson Plans

• Click on Educator Resources link in Footer



Lesson Plan Topics include:

o Overview

o Reality Check

o Interest Finder

o Career Cluster Match

o Be Your Own Boss

o Skills Matcher

o Work Values Sorter

o I didn’t know this existed

o What Can I do with that Education?

o Common Job Titles

o Similar Occupations

o What’s the Future of my 

Occupation?

o Career Planning Resources

o Getting a Job





What if my students have 
limited/no internet access?









Career Exploration Guide

• Click on Educator Resources link in Footer





Why should I use NCcareers with clients and students?

• Access to reliable & NC specific information, all in one place.

• Ability to save information for later access.

o For Students and Counselors

• Better alignment of education and occupational goals.

• Ability to be proactive, but also reactive.

• Access to online and offline resources.

Chi Wong Economist chi.wong@commerce.nc.gov

@CareersInNC 
@LEADNC

Facebook.com/NCcareers.org
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