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Potential areas of use 

State approval form 

Recording alternate placement in ADVANSYS 
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Effective Program Year 24-25 
New Options and Reporting 
Rows for (EFL) Placement

• At the state’s sole discretion, and 
as documented in the state’s 
assessment policy, states may 
exempt participants from NRS 
pre- and post-testing who are 
enrolled in programs designed to 
yield the following outcomes 
under the MSG indicator, as 
described in OCTAE Program 
Memorandum 17-2.3 

• Providers must submit (and have 
approved) the Alternate 
Placement Form prior to using the 
option. 

New “Alternative Placement” rows have been added 
separately for the ABE and ESL sections on Tables 1, 4, 
4A, and 4C to accommodate the new placement 
designed to result in MSG types other than EFL gains 
based on pre- and post-testing using an NRS approved 
assessment (MSG Type 1a). 

Revisions have been made to the 2024-25 NC 
Assessment Policy Manual to clarify instructions for 
alternative EFL placement. 

Participants with an alternative placement will be 
removed from the post-test denominator when 
calculating the state and provider’s post-test rate.



Tables 1, 4, 4A, & 4C: Table & EFL Placement 
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Potential Areas of Use for Alternate Placement 

• If a student cannot place on an 
NRS assessment due to low pre-
test performance, do not use 
alternate placement; use NRS 
level 1 as a Provisional Entering 
EFL until the student is able to 
earn a valid pre-test score. 

• Alternate placement may only be 
used for students who are 
seeking an MSG other than MSG 
1a.



HSE & MPHSE Diploma Seeking Students 

Student Type and 
MSG Type

Description Alternate Placement 
Documentation

Approval Method

HSE and MPHSE 
Diploma Seeking 
Students

Students who have passed official 
exams can take the official practice 
test (GED or HiSET) in an area(s) that 
they still need to complete.

Example: Students may enroll in an 
intense bootcamp for that subject 
area in hopes of sitting for and 
passing the remaining section(s) of 
the official exam(s) to complete their 
HSE diploma.

Potential MSG: 1d, 2

A copy of an official HSE practice 
exam (GED Ready or HiSET Official 
Practice Test) maintained in the 
student’s master file. A GED Ready 
exam should have a score in the 
“Too Close to Call” or “Likely to 
Pass” range; a HiSET OPT should 
have a score in the “Somewhat 
Prepared” range or higher. 

Provider will submit the 
Alternate Placement 
Approval Form for 
review by the state 
office (see Appendix B).



Student Type and MSG 
Type

Description Alternate Placement 
Documentation

Approval Method

HSE Diploma Seeking 
Students – Spanish

Students seeking to complete their HSE 
diploma in Spanish can take an official 
practice test (GED or HiSET) in an area(s) 
they still need to complete.

Potential MSG: 1d, 2

A copy of an official HSE 
practice exam in Spanish 
(GED Ready or HiSET Official 
Practice Test) maintained in 
the student’s master file. A 
GED Ready exam should 
have a score in the “Too 
Close to Call” or “Likely to 
Pass” range; a HiSET OPT 
should have a score in the 
“Somewhat Prepared” range 
or higher.

Provider will submit 
the Alternate 
Placement Approval 
Form for review by 
the state office (see 
Appendix B).

HSE Diploma Seeking Students – Spanish 



Student Type and MSG 
Type

Description Alternate Placement 
Documentation

Approval Method

Students intending to 
enroll in curriculum or 
continuing education 
programs who need 
academic refresher 
courses AND have never 
enrolled in or earned a 
curriculum credit.

Students enroll in Title II refresher 
courses prior to curriculum 
enrollment.

Potential MSG: 1c

A copy of the student’s 
official transcript 
demonstrating secondary 
educational completion 
(high school, Adult High 
School, or High School 
Equivalency) maintained 
in the student’s master file 

Provider will 
submit the 
Alternate 
Placement 
Approval Form for 
review by the state 
office (see 
Appendix B).

PSE MSG Students – Use with Caution!



Student Type and MSG 
Type

Description Alternate Placement 
Documentation

Approval Method

Career Pathway/IET and 
Workplace Literacy 
students

Where state approved, students 
enrolled in a career pathway/IET or 
workplace literacy program. The use of 
alternate placement for a career 
pathway/IET must be noted on the 
provider’s current career pathway/IET 
template on file with the state office.

Potential MSG: 3-5

Documentation of 
student’s IET/Workplace 
Literacy participation in 
student’s master file

Provider will submit 
the Alternate 
Placement 
Approval Form for 
review by the state 
office (see 
Appendix B). A copy 
of the alternate 
placement 
assessment must 
be submitted with 
the form to 
demonstrate 
alignment with the 
Career Pathway’s 
specific objectives 
and outcomes.

Career Pathway/IET Workplace Literacy 
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State Approval Form 

•Providers are not required to 
exempt participants from pre- 
and post-testing and may 
continue to use assessment 
procedures that best meet the 
needs of the adult education 
program. 
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How to Enter Alternate Placement in ADVANSYS 
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How to Assign Alternate Placement 

• Select from first 3 options 

• HSE/MPHSE Seeking 

• HSE Seeking – Spanish 

• Career Pathway/IET 

• Do NOT use the options that have (provisional) 
at the end

• Alternate placement students do NOT count in 
post-test % rates 

• Approve the alternate placement under 
assessment sores 
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(Provisional) EFL Use Options 

• The “provisional EFL” button allows 
for the selection of a numeric NRS 
level placement

 

• New dropdown menu contains the 
reason for the assignment of a 
provisional EFL. Use the reasons 
with (provisional) at the end.

• Provisional EFL students count in 
post test % rate. 
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